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Do Thi Minh Hanh was born in 1985 in Lam Dong and became politically active at age 

eighteen by writing petitions on behalf of Victims of Injustice (Dan Oan) to help farmers reclaim 

land that was unjustly confiscated from them.  In 2005, she was detained by authorities for her 

political activities, but never formally charged.  After graduating from college as an accountant, 

she later quit her full time job to become a labor activist, travelling to various factories to help 

employees organize. 

Since February 2010, Do Thi Minh Hanh has been detained for organizing workers at a 

shoe factory.  Ms. Do is a labor activist currently serving a seven year prison sentence.  Ms. Do 

and her boyfriend, Mr. Nguyen Hoang Quoc Hung, are members of the advocacy group, “Victims 

of Injustice” that campaigns on behalf of victims of land confiscation.  In January 2010, Ms. Do, 

Mr. Nguyen, and another labor activist, Mr. Doan Huy Chuong, wrote and circulated a list of 

demands on behalf of the My Phong shoe factory workers.  The workers went on strike because 

of their company’s arbitrary payments and mistreatment of workers by management.  Although 

local and regional officials were able to negotiate a compromise between workers and managers, 

authorities arrested Mr. Doan, Ms. Do, and Mr. Nguyen on charges of disrupting national security 

under Article 89 of the Vietnamese Criminal Code.  Under Vietnamese law, workers are not 

allowed to form independent unions, but instead must register and be affiliated with the Vietnam 

General Confederation of Labor, a confederation controlled by the Communist party. The 

government cited the trio’s working in February 2010 for distributing leaflets and organization of 

participation of 10,000 workers on strike at the My Phong shoe factory. 

In a October 2010 hearing, the trio, including Ms. Do, were neither represented by counsel 

nor allowed to speak in their own defense in a closed proceeding. The Vietnamese government 

indicted the trio on national security charges and accused them of receiving direction and funding 

from the Committee to Protect Vietnamese Workers to incite the strike at the factory. The trio has 
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also been subjected to prolonged periods of solitary confinement as well as tortured to extract 

“confessions.” Ms. Do is now deaf from one ear as a result of these beatings. In fact, one of her 

fellow inmates at Xuan Loc prison has reported that Do has become very thin, wounded, and bore 

evidence of abuse. 

Furthermore, Do has been subject to forced labour in such conditions that have resulted in 

health issues, government officials have set her up for brutal, gang-style beatings by detainees with 

criminal records (this happened in full view of prison guards who did not intervene), and she has 

been denied medical care (pain in one of her breasts and its physical state suggest breast cancer, 

but that can neither be confirmed nor ruled out due to denial of medical care). 

In 2011, Do was given the Vietnam Human Rights Network Award for her work in 

assisting the My Phong shoe factory workers in their deplorable conditions.  Australian Foreign 

Minister Bob Carr has addressed this unjust imprisonment by stating that “We place great 

importance of the protection of freedom of the association and freedom to form unions.”  In 

addition, Human Rights Watch has stated that “att that Nguyen Hoang Quoc Hung, Do Thi Minh 

Hanh and Doan Huy Chuong did was assert the rights of Vietnamese workers to peacefully 

organize, assemble, and strike for better pay and working conditions.” 

 Do Thi Minh Hanh, while in prison has spoken to her mother, Tran Thi Ngoc Minh, about 

the deplorable conditions and humiliation she must face on a daily basis: I no longer believe in a 

single police officer and cannot bear the shame the staff make me go under on a daily basis.  They 

do not even give me the dignity to move about in my cell as I please, I must ask for permission. 

I’ve also been told to plead guilty to lessen my sentence to 4 years, but in life, they cannot disregard 

the indomitable spirit of the nation.  Every nation’s leaders have said that a true leader holds the 

interests and honor of the nations above their own personal interests. I will do the same.” 

*  *  * 

  

 

Act Now: 

- Help advocate for the immediate and unconditional release 

of Do Thi Minh Hanh as well as Doan Huy Chuong and Nguyen 

Hoang Quoc Hung.  Help stop the torture and deplorable 

conditions this trio is currently living in.  Please pass this 

information to your government and to human rights 

organizations in your country.  


