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Nguyen Xuan Nghia, writer & dissident  

        Sentenced to 6 years in prison for advocating freedom and democracy.  

                              His health condition getting worse behind bars  

 

 

 
Writer Nguyen Xuan Nghia at trial in Hai Phong City on 10/08/2009 

 

Born in 1949 in Nghe An province, Nghia is a member of the Writer’s Association of the 

city of Hai Phong and executive member of Bloc 8406. He is also a journalist, novelist and poet. 

Member of the notorious newspaper “To Quoc”, he was arrested on 9/10/2008, then prosecuted 

on 10/09/2009 under article 88 for conducting anti-government propaganda. Subsequently he 

was condemned to 6 years in prison plus 4 years of house arrest. Currently, his health is 

deteriorating drastically, consequence of inhumane treatment in the prison. Thanks to the 

mounting pressure of his family and many human rights organizations the state police at the 

prison camp B14 of the Ministry of Interior finally acquiesced to their demand by allowing his 

family to take him to Nghe An hospital for treatment. The official at the prison camp B14 said to 

his wife that they will bring him back to the prison B14, no more than 4 days after surgery. 

Mr. Nghia is a human rights activist who relentlessly fights for a free and democratic 

Vietnam. He had written many articles with topics as democracy, society, widespread corruption 

of the communist regime and that find the way to numerous newspapers. In 2003, his articles 

were banned from the public because the government considers him as a dangerous opponent to 

the regime who sought to attack them with anti-government propaganda. From 2007 to 2008, he 

was the author of 57 written articles calling for a democratic, human right and free society: he 

demands that Vietnam must have a pluralistic and multi-party political system and moreover, a 

sovereign country in terms of lands and territorial waters. He was not limited himself to only the 

above subjects but also he criticized the government of being at the origin of many economic 

malaise, among them the rampant inflation that leads to poverty and regression from both the 

society and standard of living standpoint. 

On the 8/7/2008, he and other friends, Nguyen Van Tiinh, Nguyen Kim Nhaan, Nguyen 

Van Tuc, Ngo Quynh and Nguyen Manh Son, hanged out banderoles “Protect our land, our 

territorial waters”, “Democracy, Human rights, Pluralistic and multi-party for Vietnam” on the 

bridges of Lach Tray (Hai Phong) and Lai Cach (Hai Duong). Nghĩa was promptly apprehended 

on 9/10/2008, and charged under article 88. He was condemned to spend 6 years in prison and 4 

years of house arrest as mentioned above.  
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After the sentencing of Nguyen Xuan Nghia by the popular tribunal of Hai Phong,  

Nguyen Thi Nga, the wife of Nghia protested vehemently: “the sentence handed down to my 

husband is vicious and unjust. My husband do nothing wrong”. On 10/14/2009 the US 

ambassador, Mr. Michael Michalak in Ha Noi expressed a ''profound concern” in the harsh 

sentencing of  writer Nguyen Xuan Nghia”. Ambassador Michael Michalak said to the press: 

“Mr. Nguyen Xuan Nghia activities only reflect his peaceful thoughts on the many issues facing 

ordinary citizens hence should not be considered as a threat to national security of Vietnam”. On 

9/14/2011, Nguyen Xuan Nghia was awarded the Hellman/Hammett price by Human Right  

Watch Organization for his courage and determination despite the political and personal 

repression against him. Mr. Phil Robertson, assistant to the director of HR Watch, section Asia 

that oversees the yearly Hellman/Hammett price, declared: “The journalists & writers in Vietnam 

face constant threats, harassments, job losses and in many instances jail terms for daring to 

express their opinion in a peaceful way. Through honoring these brave individuals, we wish to 

attract attention and support from the world for these people who cannot speak their mind freely 

in their own homeland.” 

 

On 14/11/2012 Mrs. Nguyen Thi Nga, wife of Nguyen Xuan Nghia, now living in Hai 

Phong gave us the information on the his health condition in those words: “Since starting his jail 

term at the B14 prison, he was already ill. Now, he was struck with three illnesses that comprise 

cancer of the prostrate and cyst that did not stop growing.” She added: “My husband had been 

allowed to be admitted to the hospital but they came and brought him back to prison 4 days after 

his surgery”. 

 

 
 

Act Now: 

 

We urge you to help Nguyen Xuan Nghia, a writer & novelist, political dissident 

and true fighter for Human Rights who is now facing serious illnesses while in prison by 

dispatching & spreading the present document to human rights organizations & 

governments around the world as well as seeking humanitarian aid (medicaments and 

health care accessories) and financial support for him. For information, please contact: 

bpsos@bpsos.org. 


